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Patricia
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Shuping

It's hard to imagine that Patricia London

7

Shuping once had a fear of dentists — consider- -

ing she’s now Dr. Shuping, D.D.S.

A 1972 graduate of A.L. Brown High School,
Shuping always wanted to be a medical doctor.
She received a bachelor’s degree in zoology

| from N.C. State University in 1977.

While attending N.C. State, she married Dan-
ny Shuping.

Not long after they were married, he made
her an appointment with a dentist and she went
through the motions as if she were going. But
she didn’t, so the dental office called her hus-
band and wanted to know why his wife did not
show. He made her another appointment, but
this time he took her.

When they arrived at the dentist, she tried to
convince her husband she was really scared
and didn’t want to go in.

“If you loved me, you wouldn’t make me go in
there,” she remembers telling her husband
that day.

Then, while she was putting herself through
medical school, she worked as a dental assis-
tant for a husband-and-wife dental team.

The couple found that she may make a good
dentist, because she understood the fear that
the children had of dentists.

It was like overnight I realized that’s what I
wanted to do,”’ she says, so she enrolled at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
School of Dentistry.

While a dental student, she was voted 1980
Student of the Year of National Association of
Women Dentists. She taught root canals to
sophomore students, received a certificate for
pedodontics and served as president of
American Student Dental Association.

She also received a Pheiffer fellowship award
for academic excellence for the research of

4+ dental anxieties.
“ In September 1982, she opened her £ mlly
dental office on Church Street.

‘“The most rewarding part of dentistry is see-
ing a smile on a person’s face when they leave
and‘are no longer afraid,’’ she says.

Shuping resides in Kannapohs with her hus-
band Danny, assistant personnel manager at
Cannern Mills, and their two children, Jonathan,
age six, and Drew age three.

She is the "’ daughter of Gray London of
Mooresville and Joyce Hunter of Kannapolis.

She enjoys Carolina basketball, cross-
stitching and spending time with her boys.
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